Measuring Instruments Directive (MID)

The above Directive 2004/22/EC of 31st March 2004 affects 10 measuring instrument categories including Taximeters.

The purpose of the legislation is to harmonise standards of meter approval throughout Europe. There will be a presumption of conformity so that manufacturers know that their product will be accepted into the market. This will be assessed by the OIML, a French organisation which translates into, the Organisation of International Legal Metrology. Before this can happen however, there are various stages in the drafting of the legislation yet to be completed.

Formal adoption of the Directive by the European Parliament and Council took place on 30th April 2004. It is intended to leave the adoption of  regulation of these measuring instruments up to individual nations. That is to say, we need not regulate at all. However, as the control and regulation of measuring instruments generally, affects consumers it is important that they are protected.  

As you know at the moment Taximeters are not regulated nationally. This means that any type of meter may be fitted into a taxi. Sometimes a Local Authority may lay down rules to specify certain types of approved meter. These are generally meters certified by the British Standards Institute (BSI). Of course there is nothing in our legislation to require a Local Authority to assess the type of taximeter fitted or to insist that meters are used in taxis at all. Some LA's do not in fact control the fares of their hackney carriages. The acceptance of BSI approved meters only came about  because of their involvement with the Public Carriage Office in London who enlisted BSI's services to test and seal meters on its behalf. On the back of this other LA's then insisted on seeing a meter approval certificate issued by BSI before adding a meter to their own approved lists. No other standards exist to provide a Local Authority with a testing standard for meters. As LA's do not have the resources to test meters themselves, it is likely that meters installed in some vehicles may be open to fraudulent tampering. Although Local Authorities may choose to set a fare they are not required to test or seal any meter into which it is set, apart that is from meters installed in private hire vehicles. The requirement to have a meter installed in a taxi is contained in Hackney Carriage Byelaws, and the onus for setting the fare tariff and sealing the meter is placed on the proprietor of the vehicle. This is always supposing that a Local Authority has adoped byelaws.  Where LA's do test and seal the fare tariff set into their  meters, where no taximeter standard exists it has been shown that the tariff set into some meters could in some cases be altered without even removing the seal. This leaves the travelling public completely unprotected against being overcharged. 

The new Directive is intended to harmonise approval so that we can be assured in some way, possibly by an approved mark, that the self certification given to a meter by a manufacturer will ensure an approved standard that exists across Europe. At the moment it has not been decided which Designated National Body will control the surveillance of taximeters used in the UK, nor which Department will oversee the making of the Regulations. This could be the DTI/NWML, OFGEM or DfT.

The transition of the Directive into National Regulations must be competed by 30th April 2006, with the Regulations being brought into force by 30th October 2006. A list of possible harmonised standards is to be drawn up by November 2004 followed by a mandate to draft the harmonised standards. The National Weights and Measures Laboratory (NWML) is currently drafting a consultation document which will be circulated widely to interested bodies. To view future updates see www.nwml.gov.uk.
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