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NALEO is very concerned as to the proposal to allow small children to be unrestrained in the rear of taxis.

It is assumed within this response that the term “taxi” has been given the dictionary definition so as to include all private hire vehicles and hackney carriages.

Local Authorities can impose conditions on hackney carriage and private hire vehicle licences and the statement regarding it being unreasonable to expect taxis to carry booster seats has not been justified within the document.  Local Authorities have, in some cases imposed such a condition.

NALEO deem it reasonable for taxis to carry at least one booster seat in the boot or luggage compartment.

When many Private Hire Vehicle Operators are encouraged to log the name, address and even postcode of the hirer, it cannot be too onerous for the Operator to ask if a child will be a party to the booked journey. 

The situation for the immediate hire of a hackney carriage could be more problematic, although the solution would be to carry a child seat or booster seat in the vehicle.

NALEO is of the opinion that when the taxi and private hire industry are facing many challenges regarding training, the Disability Discrimination Act etc., it is not too much to ask that they have the opportunity to ensure all passengers are safe by carrying a child seat or booster seat.

NALEO would be interested to see statistics on injuries/fatalities caused by children being secured in an adult seat beat and also statistics on such injuries taken place during ‘short’ journeys.

NALEO is of the opinion that the distance of a journey has no bearing on the safety of passengers.

It would also be interesting to examine the number of drivers fined for failing to ensure children are secured.  These figures, if known, would of course assist in responding to this consultation.

NALEO is concerned that passengers will resort to carrying “babes in arms” with the misconception that this is safe.

This misconception will be encouraged by the fact that children under 3 can be carried without proper restraint.

It has been noted that in some cases when parents do not ensure their child is secure and the taxi driver insists this is rectified, the parent will protest leaving the driver no option but to refuse the fare.

In any case, taxi drivers should be supported  with a clear statement that they cannot carry “babes in arms” and a  passenger of any age counts as a passenger, whether restrained or not.

Local Authorities can license vehicles to carry up to eight passengers and the ability to carry unrestrained children is an anachronism and certainly the views of the motor insurance industry must be sought as a matter of urgency.

***end***
New Seat Belts and Child Restraints Rules











PAGE  
3
[image: image3.jpg]m’EE National Association of
Licensing and Enforcement Officers





[image: image3.jpg]