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Where will Welsh language forms be used?

NALEO is of the opinion that in terms of reducing burdensome requirements for licensing authorities, the use of forms and documents in Welsh should only apply to those authorities with the same requirement under an adopted Welsh language scheme.  Should an authority adopt such a scheme at a later date, then the above should also apply.

Costs

The Licensing Act places inflexible working timeframes on Licensing Officers and seeking translation of completed applications, notices etc., would add to this burden.

No doubt Welsh speaking applicants given the choice of returning applications in Welsh will choose to do so.  This will invariably cause extra costs in in-house and external translation services.

It would be interesting to hear the views of the DCMS, WLGA and WLB in providing some funding for authorities should this proposal become confirmed.

Which forms?

NALEO feel that using documents already translated by Conwy County Borough Council would be agreeable provided that: -


1.
All translation is authenticated by an independent body.

2.
A certificate of authenticity is made available for production at court should the need arise.

It would be difficult to decide which forms not to prescribe in Welsh, and NALEO is of the opinion that all forms should be so prescribed for the sake of consistency.

Should only a selection of forms be available in Welsh, Welsh speaking applicants, interested parties etc. would then expect every form to be available in Welsh.  This could lead to more costs to the Licensing Authority in seeking to satisfy customer needs in translating those documents not provided in Welsh by the DCMS.

Other forms and notices

Should forms and documents be issued in Welsh then NALEO feel that licences and summaries should also be issued in Welsh. 

It would not be practical for a non Welsh speaking Council Officer or Police Officer inspecting a Welsh licence or summary to request an English version; particularly during inspections or enforcement 

operations which may be carried out during unsocial hours when offices are closed and English versions unavailable.

NALEO is of the opinion that to enable all parties to be able to fully understand licences and summaries, that the same are issued bilingually.

This will add to the burden of the licensing authority in time and costs and again NALEO would be interested to hear the views of the DCMS, WLGA and WLB in providing some funding for authorities should this proposal become real.

NALEO feel that if the Welsh language is to be considered equal to the English language then all forms, licences etc., must be available in both languages.  

Bilingual personal licences would overcome any problem of licences being issued in Wales when the licence holder is working in England.

Personal licences issued in England will be in English only and this is not perceived as overly problematic.  

Notice of application on the premises

Newspaper advertising

The DCMS could issue a standard sample Welsh notice to Licensing Authorities to be issued to the applicant to amend as necessary.  As Licensing Authorities will be given added burdens should this proposal see fruition, then NALEO does not feel a small monetary burden on the applicant as being too onerous in ensuring the Welsh language is given equal merit.

32.  NALEO feel that to include a sentence in a notice or advertisement (be it English or Welsh) to explain the notice would undermine the objective and confuse the reader.

Hearings
As the Welsh Language Acts delivers entitlement for individuals to speak in Welsh at meetings Local Authorities will have a translator present.

NALEO do not feel that this proposal should then cause problems. 

***end***
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