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HACKNEY CARRIAGES AND PRIVATE HIRE VEHICLES

Licensing Officers within local authorities commonly use vehicle keeper enquiry forms as a mean of investigating the possibility of unlicensed vehicles.

This has not been mentioned in the consultation paper yet is a crucial first port of call for ensuring the safety of the travelling public is not at risk.

Obtaining the name and address of a vehicle keeper can result in a warning letter being issued to that keeper outlining the legislative requirements for hackney carriages and private hire vehicles, and the possible penalty for using unlicensed vehicles.

NALEO is of the opinion that this is a reasonable use of the system without which investigation into illegal taxis cannot be advanced.

For this reason, the reasonable cause provision should be maintained.

_____________________________________________________________________

It would be difficult have a specified list of who should have access to data.  As is common in these cases, the list may need to be amended when new agencies or groups are formed, either by government or commercially resulting in the possible need to amend legislation. 

NALEO is of the opinion that a list of those able to request information is not identified within legislation.

____________________________________________________________________

The enquiry forms to be completed for requests for data should be extended so as to provide more detail of the enquirer and the reasons for such an enquiry.

A section providing space for details of what action will be taken when data is released, how data will be stored and which other person will have access to it would be of benefit to both the DVLA and the enquirer for record keeping purposes.

To this end, NALEO believes that each request should be and assessed on a case by case basis to ensure the process is not being abused.

_____________________________________________________________________

***end***




Release of Vehicle Keeper Data from UK Vehicle Registers
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