***NEWSFLASH***
The Animal Welfare Act 2006; - Legislation governing the licensing of animal establishments including pet shops came into force on 6th April in England and 27th March in Wales.

This new Act will enable local authorities to get involved before an animal suffers. Councils will have improved powers to investigate and take action in cases of cruelty to animals. 
 

Local authorities are appointed as Inspectors under the Act and are provided with the powers to respond to the welfare concerns of animals. The new provisions also allow for improved penalties.

The powers remain optional for local authorities, as there is no statutory duty or associated funding provided under the Act.
Members are strongly advised to check with Legal Departments to verify the implications of the Act on current working practices.

Scotland is covered by the Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Act 2006.

Northern Ireland is covered by the Protection of Animals Act 1911. 

