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Draft Regulatory Reform (Game) Order 2007

The Regulatory Reform Committee has recommended unanimously that the Draft Regulatory Reform (Game) Order 2007 should be approved.

The purpose of the proposed Order is to amend legislation governing the need for of licences for the killing, taking and sale of game in England and Wales to bring it up to date and make compliance less burdensome. Amendments would be made to the Game Act 1831, the Game Licenses Act 1860 and the Deer Act 1991. 

The proposed Order would:  

· Remove a requirement to hold a game licence to take or kill game;

· Remove a requirement for a local authority licence and an excise licence in order to deal in game; and

· Remove a restriction on dealing in game birds and venison during the close season, permitting sale all year round provided the game was lawfully killed.

Committee Chairman Andrew Miller said:

“This draft Order will remove burdens and restrictions. For example, the abolition of game licences required under the Game Act 1831 brings to an end a restriction on who could go hunting for food that has been in place for 176 years.  Before 1831, hunting for game was restricted by rank or birth. With the Game Act 1831 restriction was then administered by cost, although the current fee for a licence (which costs between £2 and £6) has not been increased since 1968.  In making this Order the Government will be removing this and other outmoded and unnecessary provisions from the statute book. This will be achieved while maintaining protection for game species and other wildlife in our countryside.”  

Since the passage of the Regulatory Reform Act, more than 30 regulatory reform orders have been made. Copies of all proposals and draft Orders are available on the Cabinet Office website at http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/regulation/reform/orders/index.asp
Member to note: - check with your legal department for notification of when (and hopefully if) this order is approved.

