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The end of a troublesome defence for taxis.

The National Association of Licensing and Enforcement Officers welcomes the Government decision to terminate section 75 (b) of the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions Act 1976. 

This section allows passenger carrying vehicles to operate without being licensed by the misuse of an age old “7 day contract” ruling.

This section of the Act has been open to abuse and has been the focus of costly legal action on many occasions.

It is clear if this sentence was removed from the Act, the current abuse would be greatly reduced.

Licensing law is in place to protect the travelling public. For this reason NALEO firmly believe all vehicles and drivers used for hire and reward should be licensed by the appropriate authority.

Licensing regimes differ between local authority areas, yet are not overly burdensome for people who wish to operate their businesses legitimately. Licensing law is designed to protect those who operate legitimately 

In the opinion of NALEO, the 7-day contract exemption is not necessary, for already overworked Licensing Departments. Linda Lauderdale, National Chair of NALEO states “The removal of this section will in our opinion lead to a more simplified explanation as to licensing needs of applicants, less enforcement of those abusing the section for the want of seeking legitimate licences and a reduction in court costs when seeking prosecution for breaching the section.  In short, either a vehicle is licensed and legal, or it is unlicensed and illegal.”
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